
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Significant Code Provisions 

Last updated May 27, 2014 

 

In an effort to clarify the application of certain code provisions and permit/inspection processes, 

the following items may prove helpful to designers and installers. Please see our website at 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/ehs/plumbing/guidelines.aspx for additional 

information. 
 

Subject Code Provision 

PLUMBING 

Seattle Plumbing Code and 

amendments soon to be on-line 

The 2012 Uniform Plumbing Code has been adopted and amended by the 

State of Washington, and it has now been adopted and further amended 

by the City of Seattle. The 2012 Seattle Plumbing Code will soon be 

posted online along with the other locally adopted construction codes. 

Along with the statewide amendments, there are a few Seattle 

amendments, mostly with regard to Chapter 1 administrative provisions 

and some irrigation sprinkler provisions pertaining to water conservation.  

PLUMBING 

Hot water piping insulation 

The 2012 Washington State Energy Code requires hot water piping in 

residential construction to be insulated to a minimum R-3. This applies to 

detached one- and two-family dwellings, townhouses, and Group R-2, R-

3 and R-4 buildings 3 stories or less in height above grade plane. See 

Section R403 for hot water piping provisions for the types of buildings 

described above. See Section C404 for insulation requirements pertaining 

to other types of structures.  

PLUMBING 

New Lead Free rules 

New lead free rules took effect April 1, 2014. The WA State amendment 

to the 2012 Uniform Plumbing Code to reads as follows: 604.11 Lead 

Content – The maximum allowable lead content in pipes, pipe fittings, 

plumbing fittings, and fixtures intended to convey or dispense water for 

human consumption shall be not more than a weighted average of 0.25 

percent with respect to the wetted surfaces of pipes, pipe fittings, 

plumbing fittings, and fixtures. For solder and flux, the lead content shall 

not be more than 0.2 percent where used in piping systems that convey or 

dispense water for human consumption. Exceptioms: (1) Pipes, pipe 

fittings, plumbing fittings, fixtures, or backflow preventers used for 

nonpotable services such as manufacturing, industrial processing, 

irrigation, outdoor watering, or any other uses where the water is not 

used for human consumption. (2) Water closets, bidets, urinals, fill 

valves, flushometer valves, tub fillers, shower valves, service saddles, or 

water distribution main gate valves that are 2 inches in diameter or 

larger.  

PLUMBING / GAS 

Approved plans available at time of 

inspection 

The stamped/approved plans from the building department must be 

available on the job site at the time of all inspections. Additionally, any 

plans that have been submitted for review to Public Health (food service 

establishments, water reuse, medical gas, etc.) must also be available 

during inspection. 

PLUMBING 

DWV riser diagrams required for 

buildings exceeding 3-stories 

Riser diagrams of the drain, waste and vent (DWV) system are required 

for buildings in excess of 3-stories. There is no fee for this review at this 

time. The diagrams may be submitted at any time after plumbing permit 

issuance, but prior to inspection. This will allow opportunity to verify 

proper venting and suds relief provisions for high-rise installations.  

http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/ehs/plumbing/guidelines.aspx


 

 

 

GAS 

Medical gas systems 

See “Medical Gas Permit and Review 

Memo” and “Medical Gas Piping 

Installer Test Form” on our website. 

(1) Level 1 and Level 2 medical gas systems require plans to be 

submitted for review prior to permit issuance. Level 3 systems do not 

require plan review. 

(2) Medical gas systems in veterinary clinics do require a medical gas 

permit as a Level 3. While NFPA 99C does not identify veterinary clinics 

as a health care facility, Section 3006.1 of the International Fire Code as 

adopted and amended by the State of Washington mandates that 

compressed gas systems for veterinary uses comply with Chapter 13 of 

the Uniform Plumbing Code (which includes NFPA 99C). 

PLUMBING 

Food service establishments 

(1) Construction plans for food service establishments are reviewed by 

the food service section of Public Health. This review includes a review 

by the plumbing inspection section. Always refer to the approved plans 

and associated plan review documents prior to installation.  

(2) In food service establishments where grease may be introduced into 

the sewer, grease interception shall be required. 

(3) Fixtures that are used for food preparation or storage, or for storage 

of unpackaged ice used for human consumption, are required to be 

indirectly connected to the drainage system. All other fixtures shall be 

directly connected unless first approved by the plumbing inspection 

section. 

PLUMBING 

Rainwater harvesting systems 

See “Water Reuse Permit and Review 

Memo” on our website. 

Chapter 17 of the 2012 Uniform Plumbing Code addresses rainwater 

harvesting systems for nonpotable uses. Plans are required for review by 

Public Health prior to permit issuance. The plan review fee is currently 

$201, and the plumbing permit fee is required at the time of issuance 

based on the number of fixtures served by the system. 

GAS 

Protection of piping from corrosion 

Gas piping installed underground or within 3½ inches of the ground level 

shall be protected from corrosion by factory applied coatings. Protective 

tape may be used for small sections and fittings where the coating has 

been removed in order to thread the pipe and install the fittings. 

Galvanized pipe and fittings are also required to be protected. 

PLUMBING 

2-inch roof and deck drains 

2-inch roof drains and horizontal piping is acceptable for roofs, decks 

and balconies, provided that each drain shall receive the discharge of not 

more than 1,050 square feet of area. Overflow and scupper requirements 

still apply. However, 2-inch drains and overflows are not allowed to be 

combined together. 

GAS 

Fuel gas piping in townhouses 

Section 404.1 of the Fuel Gas Code states that piping installed 

downstream of the point of delivery shall not extend through any 

townhouse unit other than the unit served by such piping. This means 

that piping serving other units cannot pass through any portion of another 

unit, such as an attic, crawl space, floor/ceiling assembly, etc. Keep in 

mind that a townhouse is defined as a single-family dwelling unit 

constructed in a group of three or more attached units in which each unit 

extends from foundation to roof and with open space on at least two 

sides. This definition applies regardless of the type of construction, 

including fire-resistive construction, or whether each unit is considered a 

separate property. 

 


